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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1 -5, 7-11, and 13 -17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Uemura et al. (Publication No. 2003/0214534). 

As to independent claim 1 , Uemura et al. teaches: 
A method of communicating with a user (see e.g., para. [0039], lines 6-12; i.e., 
communicating with a user corresponds to data items 210 associated with calendar 
application programs, or messaging application programs) of a display screen 
comprising (see e.g., para. [0042]; i.e., display module 241 utilizes visual cues to cause 
data items to be displayed on a video display device 250): proportionally decreasing 
(see e.g., para. [0048], lines 9 - 16; i.e., a data item assigned a lesser importance value, 
such as numeric importance value of 1, is presented to a user in a less intensified 
brightness color than a data item assigned an importance value of numerical value 20) 
brightness (see e.g., para. [0044], lines 1 - 6 and para. [0048], lines 9-12; i.e., a data 
item has a display intensity attribute, wherein the display intensity attribute corresponds 
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to brightness) of a first display area (see e.g., para. [0048], lines 13-16; i.e., the 
display area corresponds to a data item, wherein the data item, such as a calendar 
application program, occupying a display area of video display device 250) on the 
display screen (see e.g., para. [0042]; i.e., video display device 250); and increasing 
(see e.g., para. [0048], lines 13 16; i.e., increasing importance corresponds to 
increasing the numeric value of the data item's importance level) the brightness (see 
e.g., para, [0072], lines 18-20; i.e., the brightness of a data item is increased with 
respect to the numerical urgency level assigned to the data item) of a second area (see 
e.g., para. [0070]; i.e., the second display area corresponds to a second data item, such 
as a messaging application program, occupying a different screen space of video 
display 250 than the first data item) on the display screen (see e.g., para. [0042]; i.e., 
video display device 250) by a fixed amount (see e.g., para. [0044], lines 10-13; i.e., 
the brightness intensity and color of a data item are increased every second). 

As to dependent claim 2, Uemura et al. teaches: 
A method of claim 1 wherein the first area (see e.g., para. [0039], lines 8 - 10; i.e., the 
first area corresponds to a data item, such as a calendar application program) is 
configured to communicate a message to the viewer (see e.g., para. [0040], lines 7 - 
11; i.e., the calendar application program is used to communicate the importance or 
urgency level of a meeting with a sales person). 

As to dependent claim 3, Uemura et al. teaches: 
A method'of claim 1 wherein the second area (see e.g., para. [0070], lines 8-10; i.e., 
the second area corresponds to a data item, such as a messaging application program, 
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occupying a different screen space of video display 250) is configured to communicate 
a message to the viewer (see e.g., para. [0039], lines 6-12; i.e., those skilled in the art 
would appreciate that a messaging program application is used to facilitate 
communication messages to a user). 

As to dependent claim 4, Uemura et al. teaches: 
A method of claim 1 wherein the first area (see e.g., para. [0039], lines 8-10; i.e., the 
first area corresponds to a data item, such as a calendar application program) and the 
second area (see e.g., para. [0070], lines 8-10; i.e., the second area corresponds to a 
data item, such as a messaging application program, occupying a different screen 
space of video display 250) are configured to communicate a message to the viewer 
(see e.g., para. [0039], lines 6-12 and para. [0040], lines 7 — 11; i.e., the calendar 
application program is used to communicate the importance or urgency level of a 
meeting with a sales person and those skilled in the art would appreciate that a 
messaging program application is used to facilitate communication messages to a 
user). 

As to dependent claim 5, Uemura et al. teaches: 
A method of claim 1 wherein the fixed amount (see e.g., para. [0048], lines 9 - 16; i.e., 
the fixed amount corresponds to a numeric value assigned to a data item, wherein each 
numeric value, for instance the numeric value 1 , is a fixed numeric value assigned to a 
specific brightness) is greater (see e.g., para. [0048], lines 13-16; i.e., a data item is 
assigned a numeric importance value, wherein the greater the numeric value, the 
greater the brightness intensity) than a brightness of a brightness location within the first 
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area (see e.g., para. [0015] and para. [0048], lines 9 - 16; i.e., a first data item with an 
importance level of 10 is to be viewed as being more important than a second data item 
with an importance value of 5, wherein the second area and first area corresponds to a 
message application program and a calendar application program respectively. 
Furthermore, all data items assigned an importance value can be displayed on a single 
video output device, wherein the screen area occupied by the data item corresponds to 
the data items area). 

As to independent claim 7, Uemura et al. teaches: 
A method of communicating with a viewer user (see e.g., para. [0039], lines 6-12; i.e., 
communicating with a user corresponds to data items 210 associated with calendar 
application programs, or messaging application programs) of a multi-component color 
display screen (see e.g., para. [0031], lines 6- 8; i.e., computer monitor 157 is a 
monitor configured to display data items and other items in different colors) comprising: 
proportionally decreasing (see e.g., para. [0048], lines 9 - 16; i.e., a data item assigned 
a lesser importance value, such as numeric importance value of 1 , is presented to a 
user in a less intensified brightness color than a data item assigned an importance 
value of numerical value 20) the brightness (see e.g., para. [0044], lines 1 - 6 and para. 
[0048], lines 9 - 12; i.e., a data item has a display intensity attribute, wherein the display 
intensity attribute corresponds to brightness) of a color component within a first area 
(see e.g., para. [0044], lines 6-13 and para. [0048], lines 13-16; i.e., the display area 
corresponds to a data item, wherein the data item, such as a calendar application 
program, occupying a display area of video display device 250 will vary in display 
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intensity) on the display screen (see e.g., para. [0031], lines 6-8; i.e., computer 
monitor 157); and increasing (see e.g., para. [0048], lines 13-16; i.e., increasing 
importance corresponds to increasing the numeric value of the data item's importance 
level) the brightness (see e.g., para. [0072], lines 18-20; i.e., the brightness of a data 
item is increased with respect to the numerical urgency level assigned to the data item) 
of the color component within a second area (see e.g., para. [0044], lines 6-13 and 
para. [0070]; i.e., the second display area corresponds to a second data item, such as a 
messaging application program, occupying a different screen space of video display 
250 than the first data item, wherein message application program vary in display 
intensity) on the display screen (see e.g., para. [0031], lines 6-8; i.e., computer 
monitor 157) by a fixed amount (see e.g., para. [0044], lines 10- 13; i.e., the brightness 
intensity and color of a data item are increased every second). 
As to dependent claim 8: 

f 

Claim 8 is analyzes with respect to claim 7 as previously discussed above. Claim 8 
incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 2, and are 
respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 

As to dependent claim 9: 
Claim 9 is analyzes with respect to claim 7 as previously discussed above. Claim 9 
incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 3, and are 
respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 

As to dependent claim 10: 
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Claim 10 is analyzes with respect to claim 7 as previously discussed above. Claim 10 
incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 4, and are 
respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 

As to dependent claim 11: 
Claim 1 1 is analyzes with respect to claim 7 as previously discussed above. Claim 1 1 
incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 5, and are 
respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 

As to independent claim 13, Uemaur et al. teaches: 
System communication device (see e.g., para.[0022] and para. [0024], lines 1 -4; i.e., 
the communication system corresponds to a computer system 100 used to display the 
urgency and importance of data items) comprising a display screen (see e.g., para. 
[0031], lines 6-8; i.e., computer monitor 157), and a computing device coupled to the 
display screen (see e.g., para. [0032]), the computing device, in response to an event 
(see e.g., para. [0039], lines 8-12 and para. [0040], lines 7-11; i.e., the event 
corresponds to a calendar application program data item that reminds a user of a 
meeting with a sales person), proportionally decreasing (see e.g., para. [0048], lines 9 - 
16; i.e., a data item assigned a lesser importance value, such as numeric importance 
value of 1 , is presented to a user in a less intensified brightness color than a data item 
assigned an importance value of numerical value 20) the brightness (see e.g., para. 
[0044], lines 1-6 and para. [0048], lines 9-12; i.e., a data item has a display intensity 
attribute, wherein the display intensity attribute corresponds to brightness) of a first area 
(see e.g., para. [0044], lines 6-13 and para. [0048], lines 13-16; i.e., the display area 
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corresponds to a data item, wherein the data item : such as a calendar application 
program, occupying a display area of video display device 250 will vary in display 
intensity) on the display screen (see e.g., para. [0031], lines 6-8; i.e., computer 
monitor 157) and increasing (see e.g., para. [0048], lines 13-16; i.e., increasing 
importance corresponds to increasing the numeric value of the data item's importance 
level) the brightness (see e.g., para. [0072], lines 18-20; i.e., the brightness of a data 
item is increased with respect to the numerical urgency level assigned to the data item) 
of a second area (see e.g., para. [0070]; i.e., the second display area corresponds to a 
second data item, such as a messaging application program, occupying a different s 
screen space of video display 250 than the first data item) on the display screen (see 
e.g., para. [0031], lines 6-8; i.e., computer monitor 157) by a fixed amount (see e.g., 
para. [0044], lines 10-13; i.e., the brightness intensity and color of a data item are 
increased every second). 

As to dependent claim 14: 
Claim 14 is analyzes with respect to claim 13 as previously discussed above. Claim 14 
incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 8, and are 
respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 

As to dependent claim 15: 
Claim 15 is analyzes with respect to claim 13 as previously discussed above. Claim 15 
incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 9, and are 
respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 

As to dependent claim .16: 
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Claim 16 is analyzes with respect to claim 13 as previously discussed above. Claim 16 
incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 10, and are 
respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 

As to dependent claim 1 7: 
Claim 17 is analyzes with respect to claim 13 as previously discussed above. Claim 17 
incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 11, and are 
respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all , 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6, 12, and 1 8 - 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Uemura et al. (Publication No. 2003/0214534) in view of Brown et al. 
(Patent No. 7,046,254). 

As to dependent claim 6, this claim is analyzed with respect to claim 1 as 
previously discussed above. Uemura et al. teaches proportionally decreasing (see e.g., 
para. [0048], lines 9 - 16; i.e., a data item assigned a lesser importance value, such as 
numeric importance value of 1 , is presented to a user in a less intensified brightness 
color than a data item assigned an importance value of numerical value 20) and 
increasing (see e.g., para. [0048], lines 13-16; i.e., increasing importance corresponds 
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to increasing the numeric value of the data item's importance level) communicates an 
event (see e.g., para. [0039], lines 8-12; i.e., the event corresponds to a messaging 
application program, or a calendar application program, which are assigned a numeric 
value and are displayed in varying brightness and color). Uemura et al. does not 
specifically mention that the decreasing and increasing communicated an abnormal 
situation. Brown et al. teaches an abnormal situation (see e.g., col. 8, lines 49 - 58; i.e., 
the abnormal situation corresponds to "application #2" being inactive for more than a 
predetermined time) that invokes a transparent resource aid, wherein the transparent 
resource aid increases in size with the increase in time. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
incorporate the decreasing and increasing of color to communicate an event of Uemura 
et al. with the abnormal situation of Brown et al. because transparent aid can be used to 
monitor system events, such as inactivity of a particular application, without obscuring 
the object or application displayed on the display (see e.g., col. 2, lines 28 - 31). 

Claim 12 is analyzes with respect to claim 7 as previously discussed above. As 
to dependent claim 12, claim 12 incorporates substantially similar subject matter as 
claimed in claim 6, and are respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 

Claim 18 is analyzes with respect to claim 13 as previously discussed above. As 
to dependent claim 18, claim 18 incorporates substantially similar subject matter as 
claimed in claim 12, and are respectfully rejected along the same rationale 

As to dependent claim 19, this claim is analyzed with respect to claim 13 as 
previously discussed above. Uemura et al. teaches a display screen (see e.g., para. 
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[0031], lines 6-8; i.e., computer monitor 157) is a multi-component color display (see 
e.g., para. [0031], lines 6-8; i.e., computer monitor 157 is a monitor configured to 
display data items and other items in different colors), and the computing device (see 
e.g., para. [0032]), in response to an event (see e.g., para. [0039], lines 8-12 and 
para. [0040], lines 7-11; i.e., the event corresponds to a calendar application program 
data item that reminds a user of a meeting with a sales person), proportionally 
decreases (see e.g., para. [0048], lines 9 - 16; i.e., a data item assigned a lesser 
importance value, such as numeric importance value of 1 , is presented to a user in a 
less intensified brightness color than a data item assigned an importance value of 
numerical value 20) the brightness (see e.g., para. [0044], lines 1 - 6 and para. [0048], 
lines 9 - 12; i.e., a data item has a display intensity attribute, wherein the display 
intensity attribute corresponds to brightness) of a color component within the first area 
area (see e.g., para. [0044], lines 6 - 13 and para. [0048], lines 13-16; i.e., the display 
area corresponds to a data item, wherein the data item, such as a calendar application 
program, occupying a display area of video display device 250 will vary in display 
intensity) on the display screen (see e.g., para. [0031], lines 6 - 8; i.e., computer 
monitor 157) and increases (see e.g., para. [0048], lines 13 - 16; i.e., increasing 
importance corresponds to increasing the numeric value of the data item's importance 
level) the brightness (see e.g., para. [0072], lines 18-20; i.e., the brightness of a data 
item is increased with respect to the numerical urgency level assigned to the data item) 
of the color component within a second area (see e.g., para. [0044], lines 6-13 and 
para. [0070]; i.e., the second display area corresponds to a second data item, such as a 
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messaging application program, occupying a different screen space of video display 
250 than the first data item, wherein message application program vary in display 
intensity) on the display screen (see e.g., para. [0031], lines 6-8; i.e., computer 
monitor 157) by a fixed amount (see e.g., para. [0044], lines 10-13; i.e., the brightness 
intensity and color of a data item are increased every second). Uemura et al. does not 
specifically mention a translucent film overlaying the original contents of the screen 
display at the time of the event such that the original content remains visible. Brown et 
al. teaches a translucent film (see e.g., Fig. 3 and col. 8, lines 1 1 - 20; i.e., the 
translucent film corresponds to transparent resource aid 48) over laying the original 
contents of the screen display (see e.g., Fig. 3 and col. 8, lines 11-20; i.e., the dashed 
transparent resource aid box 48 of Fig. 3 is a transparent aid that is displayed on top of 
"drive A" icon 46) of the screen display at the time of an event (see e.g., col. 8, lines 1 1 
- 20; i.e., the event corresponds to a the user positioning cursor 43 in association with 
"drive A" icon 46) such that the original contents remains visible (see e.g., Fig. 3 and 
col. 8, lines 1 1 - 20; i.e., transparent resource aid 48 is translucent can, wherein "drive 
A's" 43 text is visible through resource aid 48). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the 
multi-component color display and computing device of Uemura et al. with the 
translucent film overlaying the original contents of the screen display at the time of an 
event such that the original content remains visible of Brown et al. because the objects 
in a display are not obscured from the transparent resource aid (see e.g., col. 2, lines 28 
-31). 
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As to dependent claim 20 f this claim is analyzed with respect to claim 19 as 
previously discussed above. Uemura et al. teaches a predetermined color (see e.g., 
para. [0048], lines 1-10 and para. [0068], lines 1 - 8; i.e., the predetermined color 
corresponds to a user defined numeric value assigned to a data item, wherein each 
predetermined numeric value is a specific color and brightness) signifying an event (see 
e.g., para. [0039], lines 8-12; i.e., the event corresponds to a messaging application 
program, or a calendar application program). Uemura et al. does not specifically 
mention the translucent film signifying system status. Brown et al teaches a translucent 
film (see e.g., Fig. 3 and col. 8, lines 1 1 - 20; i.e., the translucent film corresponds to 
transparent resource aid 48) signifying system status (see e.g., Fig. 3 and col. 7, lines 
26 - 42; i.e., signifying system status corresponds to software selections 88 and 
hardware selections 86 in the "user defined initiating events 80", wherein the 
transparent resource aid 48 is invoked when resource level rises above or below a 
maximum or minimum setting for a hardware or software component). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to incorporate the predetermined color signifying an event of Uemura et al. with 
the translucent film signifying system status of Brown et al. because the transparent 
resource aid does not obscure objects displayed on a display (see e.g., col. 2, lines 28 - 
31). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. Prior art Patent No. 6,353,451 can be applicable and pertinent to 
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applicant's disclosure. Prior art disclosed by Teibe! et a!, discloses a method and 
system that contains a parent and child window, wherein the windows are transparent 
and are able to increase or decrease the visual properties of each window. 

Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Henry Vuu whose telephone number is (571) 270-1048. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on (571 ) 272-4847. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




